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THE 94TH CONGRESS, now passing into history, was hard-ltorking and productive. It
worked longer as measured by hours in session, held more votes and passed more laws
than any Congress in our national history.
In the House, we spent more than 1150 hours in session. The House in only
two other Congresses was in session more than 1600 hours. We took nearly as m&.ny
record votes as the total number taken in the 80th through the 86th Congresses. And
of course every member spent a great deal of time on coDmlittee :work, where legislation
gets started.
• • •
AMONG THE BILLS, more than 400 in all, enacted into law by the 94th Congress were
some of particular interest and importance to our area, even though they have a
national effect as well.
The tax law continues through this year and next the special credit which
reduces everybody's income tax. The tax credit is $35 for the t~er, plus $35 for
each dependent, or two percent of the first $9,000 in taxable income, whichever is
greater.
South Texas communities will soon be feeling the effects of legislation
providing for an extensive program of pUblic works employment. The law is designed
to make jobs available where they are most needed and to maintain basic services at
an acceptable level without increasing local taxes. Grants are authorized to state
and local governments for the construction, renovation, repair or other improvement
of pUblic works projects. An important provision of the law makes it possible to
reach localized pockets of poverty. Priority is to be given to applications for
grants from communities where unemployment is above the national level.
Revenue sharing, under which states, cities and counties receive alloca-
tions of Federal funds, was extended through 1980. During the four years between
now and then $25. 5 billion will be shared with the state and local governments. There
have been flaws in the program as it has operated for the past five years, but the
program has provided an important source of new revenue and we have felt its effect
in our area. ~~ principal objection is that the system of allocating revenues favors
big metropolitan areas at the expense of small cities and rural communities.
A new bUdget process was put into effect by the 94th Congress. Under
the BUdget Impoundment Control Act, Congress sets its own budget priorities and ties
individual spending and revenue actions to overall economic goals. This new process
enabled Congress to reduce the Federal deficit by more than $15 billion from the
fiscal year 1976 to 1977. My strong feeling is that there should be no deficit at
all (except in times of true national emergency), but at least we are going in the
right direction.
* *
A BILL OF, MINE had a Hairbreadth Harry sort of finish in the final hours of the
recent session. It was a bill designed to further conservation of the land, water
and related sources of our country. There are so many laws dealing with this matter
that some conflict with each other and actually retard needed development. In an
effort to clear away some of the confusion, I introduced late in July my Agricultural
Resources and Conservation bill.
The legislation sets up a planning system within the U S Department of
Agriculture for soil and water conservation efforts administered by the Soil and
Conservation Service. It provides for a continuing appraisal of the land. water
and related resources of the nation. It seeks to coordinate conservation efforts on
both Federal and private lands, at the request of the owners, eliminating wasteful
duplication in both planning and construction.
~w colleagues on the House Agriculture Committee helped me get the bill
reported rather quickly. Near the end of the session I took it to the full House,
where there was a good deal of competition from other legislative measures. Mean-
While, a somewhat similar but SUbstantially different bill was being pushed through
the Senate. House and Senate leaders conferred on the two versions and, to my grati-
fication, agreed that the provisions in my bill were better. The upshot was that the
bill gained approval in both branches and was sent to the President.
* *
THE LEGISLATIVE INTENT'in the action on my bill was plain and I intend to see that
the intent is translated into action. In too many cases we see a gross abuse of
legislative intent by the enforcing agencies. Some of the bureaucrats arrogantly
attempt· to enforce the law on the basis of their personal wishes or prejUdices. I
have announced on the floor of the House that I don't feel I can support any piece
of legislation which would allow the bureaucrats to allow for discretion on their
part instead of enforcing the letter of the law in line with the intent of Congress.
Their "discretion" too often is used against the people, who pay the taxes
to sustain the government. I will continue to insist and fight for government, truly
by the consent of the governed, as was intended by the Founding Fathers.
* * *
VISITORS FROM HOME: Visiting my office from home this week were Mr and Mrs Robert
H Duffey Jr and Mr and Mrs Del S Perkins, all of Brownsville.
* * *
